
STATE FLOWER (EXCERPT)
J.R. 10 of 1897

2.11 State flower.
WHEREAS, A refined sentiment seems to call for the adoption of a state flower; and
WHEREAS, Our blossoming apple trees add much to the beauty of our landscape, and Michigan apples

have gained a worldwide reputation; and
WHEREAS, At least one of the most fragrant and beautiful flowered species of apple, the pyrus coronaria,

is native to our state; therefore
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Michigan, That the apple blossom be

and the same hereby is designated and adopted as the state flower of the state of Michigan.
History: 1897, J.R. 10, Imd. Eff. Apr. 28, 1897;CL 1897, 1755;CL 1915, 1096;CL 1929, 133;CL 1948, 2.11.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 442 of 1976

15.231 Short title; public policy.
Sec. 1. (1) This act shall be known and may be cited as the “freedom of information act”.
(2) It is the public policy of this state that all persons, except those persons incarcerated in state or local

correctional facilities, are entitled to full and complete information regarding the affairs of government and
the official acts of those who represent them as public officials and public employees, consistent with this act.
The people shall be informed so that they may fully participate in the democratic process.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1994, Act 131, Imd. Eff. May 19, 1994;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;
Am. 1997, Act 6, Imd. Eff. May 16, 1997.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.232 Definitions.
Sec. 2. As used in this act:
(a) “Field name” means the label or identification of an element of a computer data base that contains a

specific item of information, and includes but is not limited to a subject heading such as a column header, data
dictionary, or record layout.

(b) “FOIA coordinator” means either of the following:
(i) An individual who is a public body.
(ii) An individual designated by a public body in accordance with section 6 to accept and process requests

for public records under this act.
(c) “Person” means an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, firm, organization,

association, governmental entity, or other legal entity. Person does not include an individual serving a
sentence of imprisonment in a state or county correctional facility in this state or any other state, or in a
federal correctional facility.

(d) “Public body” means any of the following:
(i) A state officer, employee, agency, department, division, bureau, board, commission, council, authority,

or other body in the executive branch of the state government, but does not include the governor or lieutenant
governor, the executive office of the governor or lieutenant governor, or employees thereof.

(ii) An agency, board, commission, or council in the legislative branch of the state government.
(iii) A county, city, township, village, intercounty, intercity, or regional governing body, council, school

district, special district, or municipal corporation, or a board, department, commission, council, or agency
thereof.

(iv) Any other body which is created by state or local authority or which is primarily funded by or through
state or local authority.

(v) The judiciary, including the office of the county clerk and employees thereof when acting in the
capacity of clerk to the circuit court, is not included in the definition of public body.

(e) “Public record” means a writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a public
body in the performance of an official function, from the time it is created. Public record does not include
computer software. This act separates public records into the following 2 classes:

(i) Those that are exempt from disclosure under section 13.
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(ii) All public records that are not exempt from disclosure under section 13 and which are subject to
disclosure under this act.

(f) “Software” means a set of statements or instructions that when incorporated in a machine usable
medium is capable of causing a machine or device having information processing capabilities to indicate,
perform, or achieve a particular function, task, or result. Software does not include computer-stored
information or data, or a field name if disclosure of that field name does not violate a software license.

(g) “Unusual circumstances” means any 1 or a combination of the following, but only to the extent
necessary for the proper processing of a request:

(i) The need to search for, collect, or appropriately examine or review a voluminous amount of separate
and distinct public records pursuant to a single request.

(ii) The need to collect the requested public records from numerous field offices, facilities, or other
establishments which are located apart from the particular office receiving or processing the request.

(h) “Writing” means handwriting, typewriting, printing, photostating, photographing, photocopying, and
every other means of recording, and includes letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols, or combinations
thereof, and papers, maps, magnetic or paper tapes, photographic films or prints, microfilm, microfiche,
magnetic or punched cards, discs, drums, or other means of recording or retaining meaningful content.

(i) “Written request” means a writing that asks for information, and includes a writing transmitted by
facsimile, electronic mail, or other electronic means.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1994, Act 131, Imd. Eff. May 19, 1994;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.233 Public records; right to inspect, copy, or receive; subscriptions; forwarding requests;
file; inspection and examination; memoranda or abstracts; rules; compilation, summary,
or report of information; creation of new public record; certified copies.
Sec. 3. (1) Except as expressly provided in section 13, upon providing a public body's FOIA coordinator

with a written request that describes a public record sufficiently to enable the public body to find the public
record, a person has a right to inspect, copy, or receive copies of the requested public record of the public
body. A person has a right to subscribe to future issuances of public records that are created, issued, or
disseminated on a regular basis. A subscription shall be valid for up to 6 months, at the request of the
subscriber, and shall be renewable. An employee of a public body who receives a request for a public record
shall promptly forward that request to the freedom of information act coordinator.

(2) A freedom of information act coordinator shall keep a copy of all written requests for public records on
file for no less than 1 year.

(3) A public body shall furnish a requesting person a reasonable opportunity for inspection and
examination of its public records, and shall furnish reasonable facilities for making memoranda or abstracts
from its public records during the usual business hours. A public body may make reasonable rules necessary
to protect its public records and to prevent excessive and unreasonable interference with the discharge of its
functions. A public body shall protect public records from loss, unauthorized alteration, mutilation, or
destruction.

(4) This act does not require a public body to make a compilation, summary, or report of information,
except as required in section 11.

(5) This act does not require a public body to create a new public record, except as required in section 11,
and to the extent required by this act for the furnishing of copies, or edited copies pursuant to section 14(1), of
an already existing public record.

(6) The custodian of a public record shall, upon written request, furnish a requesting person a certified
copy of a public record.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.236 FOIA coordinator.
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Sec. 6. (1) A public body that is a city, village, township, county, or state department, or under the control
of a city, village, township, county, or state department, shall designate an individual as the public body's
FOIA coordinator. The FOIA coordinator shall be responsible for accepting and processing requests for the
public body's public records under this act and shall be responsible for approving a denial under section 5(4)
and (5). In a county not having an executive form of government, the chairperson of the county board of
commissioners is designated the FOIA coordinator for that county.

(2) For all other public bodies, the chief administrative officer of the respective public body is designated
the public body's FOIA coordinator.

(3) An FOIA coordinator may designate another individual to act on his or her behalf in accepting and
processing requests for the public body's public records, and in approving a denial under section 5(4) and (5).

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.240 Options by requesting person; appeal; orders; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of
proof; private view of public record; contempt; assignment of action or appeal for hearing,
trial, or argument; attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements; assessment of award;
damages.
Sec. 10. (1) If a public body makes a final determination to deny all or a portion of a request, the

requesting person may do 1 of the following at his or her option:
(a) Submit to the head of the public body a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and

identifies the reason or reasons for reversal of the denial.
(b) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel the public body's disclosure of the public records

within 180 days after a public body's final determination to deny a request.
(2) Within 10 days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1)(a), the head of a public body

shall do 1 of the following:
(a) Reverse the disclosure denial.
(b) Issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial.
(c) Reverse the disclosure denial in part and issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the

disclosure denial in part.
(d) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period

during which the head of the public body shall respond to the written appeal. The head of a public body shall
not issue more than 1 notice of extension for a particular written appeal.

(3) A board or commission that is the head of a public body is not considered to have received a written
appeal under subsection (2) until the first regularly scheduled meeting of that board or commission following
submission of the written appeal under subsection (1)(a). If the head of the public body fails to respond to a
written appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head of the public body upholds all or a portion of the
disclosure denial that is the subject of the written appeal, the requesting person may seek judicial review of
the nondisclosure by commencing an action in circuit court under subsection (1)(b).

(4) In an action commenced under subsection (1)(b), a court that determines a public record is not exempt
from disclosure shall order the public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portion of a public
record wrongfully withheld, regardless of the location of the public record. The circuit court for the county in
which the complainant resides or has his or her principal place of business, or the circuit court for the county
in which the public record or an office of the public body is located has venue over the action. The court shall
determine the matter de novo and the burden is on the public body to sustain its denial. The court, on its own
motion, may view the public record in controversy in private before reaching a decision. Failure to comply
with an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court.

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appeal from an action commenced under this section
shall be assigned for hearing and trial or for argument at the earliest practicable date and expedited in every
way.

(6) If a person asserting the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public record
prevails in an action commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attorneys' fees, costs,
and disbursements. If the person or public body prevails in part, the court may, in its discretion, award all or
an appropriate portion of reasonable attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements. The award shall be assessed
against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7).
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(7) If the circuit court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has
arbitrarily and capriciously violated this act by refusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public
record, the court shall award, in addition to any actual or compensatory damages, punitive damages in the
amount of $500.00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy of a public record. The
damages shall not be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next succeeding public
body that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as part of its public function.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;Am. 1978, Act 329, Imd. Eff. July 11, 1978;Am. 1996, Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.243a Salary records of employee or other official of institution of higher education, school
district, intermediate school district, or community college available to public on request.
Sec. 13a. Notwithstanding section 13, an institution of higher education established under section 5, 6, or 7

of article 8 of the state constitution of 1963; a school district as defined in section 6 of Act No. 451 of the
Public Acts of 1976, being section 380.6 of the Michigan Compiled Laws; an intermediate school district as
defined in section 4 of Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1976, being section 380.4 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws; or a community college established under Act No. 331 of the Public Acts of 1966, as amended, being
sections 389.1 to 389.195 of the Michigan Compiled Laws shall upon request make available to the public the
salary records of an employee or other official of the institution of higher education, school district,
intermediate school district, or community college.

History: Add. 1979, Act 130, Imd. Eff. Oct. 26, 1979.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.244 Separation of exempt and nonexempt material; design of public record; description of
material exempted.
Sec. 14. (1) If a public record contains material which is not exempt under section 13, as well as material

which is exempt from disclosure under section 13, the public body shall separate the exempt and nonexempt
material and make the nonexempt material available for examination and copying.

(2) When designing a public record, a public body shall, to the extent practicable, facilitate a separation of
exempt from nonexempt information. If the separation is readily apparent to a person requesting to inspect or
receive copies of the form, the public body shall generally describe the material exempted unless that
description would reveal the contents of the exempt information and thus defeat the purpose of the exemption.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 442 of 1976

15.245 Repeal of §§ 24.221, 24.222, and 24.223.
Sec. 15. Sections 21, 22 and 23 of Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of 1969, as amended, being sections

24.221, 24.222 and 24.223 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are repealed.
History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977.

Popular name: Act 442

Popular name: FOIA
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